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David B . rarney, Assistant Caun.sel 
Pennsylvania Deparl7.n .nt of Corrections 
SS Utley Drive 
Camp 1-lill, PA 1 X011 

Dear Mr. raniey : 
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Qn behalf of ~he Westmoreland Cotutty Board of Calnmissiorlers, Y write in 
opposikion to recent p. . posed changes to county prison regulations. The Board. asks that 
the Depart~:n.ent o~E Corrections withdrawal the regulations and begin a new effort to 
gather i. .nput from county colnl~nissioners and county prison a.d,lninistrators so chat a 
prolaosal . acceptable to counties can be developed. I`vlareover., we a.sk that the lve$islature, 
specifically the 1-1011~e 

	

d. Senate Ju.d.iciary Conimittees,liolcl hearings an this issue. 

egulation.s would ilnhose staiid.ards that are apprapriate for state 
cessa:rily for county im~rt~ttes . The regulations would require 
!ch as eclucatioli, social. services, alcohol treatment and drug 
s away local decision maki.n .g power, and. funding from th.e state is 

The regulatot~y change ~rotT.ld also declassify non-compliant county jails . 
>"lowever, tl~e regula,ti.on does nat dern.e wha.l decl .a.ssifiication is, how the process wflLild 
work, or establish. a process that would. allow counties to appeal the decisions to 
declassify . Declassiti~d. ja.lls would not he able to accept inmates, but the regulation does 
not specify what wauFd be done with inmates fiolx~ a deela,ssi'Eled . facility . Wil..i counties 

Phil ~'rght 
Commistiooer 

Phone : (724) 830-31Ob 
(800)442-6926 

FAQ (724) 830-3029 
TDD (7~4) $3d-3802 

changes tl .5 proposed because the new regulations would add costly 

otlnty prisons would be n~and.ated- to follow . 

	

The proposed 

y rcduire county prisons to hire rnozc staff to li~eel mandates such 
analysis:--Thd-:sta,ndards also wotl7d a~d,d additional requirexner~TS_----
er backup systems. 



bo forced to pay :far lousing of inmates at other fa .cil.ities or will state facilities accept 
them? 

All of the J`a.ct .rs outlined above renect an effort by the sure to ~foXCe counties to 
p.rovid .e certain servi es without providing arty funding to execute these mandates, 
un.dermi.n i.rtg the state °at~y authority of county pisoi~ bor~.rds and the funding ~tutharity of 
tkte county Coi11nl1ssiol~ers . 

Th~.nk you. foryou.r cansiderfltiaal of our conGerna . 
I 

'hom Bal.ya, C 
Board o'(' Co 

CC : 

	

Cotttrnission ~s Ton1 Ceraso and 1'h.i1 Light 
WesLmorcl.A.nd County Lebislative D~elegaticm 
Warden ro11n 

	

alton, VEfestmotelr~nd County Prison 
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'i'Ipomas C. Ceruso 
Commissiaeer 

Courthouse 5quare, Sulte Z 0~ 
~ North Mafn Street 

Greensburg, PA 1$601-2438 
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t~ffice of the 
WestmorelanQ ~Caunty 

GQmmfssioners 

Additional Oomments or instructions'. 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE THE D 
TRANSMISSION OF THIS DOCUME 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY 
CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS F 
LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING T~, 
DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, a 
RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE 
ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT T~iE ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U.S . POSTAL SERVICE. YOUR POSTAGE WILL !3E 
REIMBURSED . THANK YOU 

	

I. 

FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL 0R ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MA`( 
'RIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE 
MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT 

IE MESSAGE TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU aRE Hf=REBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY 
R COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBIT[=D, IF YOu HAVE 
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Plot Zight 
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Phone: (7?4) $30-31Q6 
(80~) 442-692b 

FAQ (7?4) 830-3439 
TU?8 (7Za) $30-38a~ 

SIGNATED NUMBER OF PAGES, OR IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY PR08LEM WITH THE 
T, PLEASE CALL OUR SECRETARY AT (724} 830-3106 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE . 


